
111 N. HiLL STREET 

rl~iTE P~~.I[.~ ~ Ot;/ 1 '? / i .~: 04 ;04 PN 
~~:ECE I PT # ~ C ·CH465~?-~a)'202 

CIT/CASE: 8(512333 



SUMMONS 
(C/TACION JUDICIAL) 

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
TOWNSEND FARMS CORPORA T!ON, COST CO WHOLESALE 
CORPORATION,; and DOES 1-50, inclusive. 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDD EL DEMANDANTE): 
GREG PATTERSON an individual. 

SUM-100 

.\UN l-42013 
l 

. e Officer/C\er\~ 
o\10 A. C\ar\~ut~~. oepuW 
~-sAA~E'l 

.. .. _,.,, .. _, _____ , 
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you without your being heard unless you respond within 30 days. Read the information 
below. 

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and legal papers are served on you to file a written response at this court and have a copy 
served on the plaintiff .. A letter or phone call will not protect you Your written response must be in proper legal form if you want the court to hear your 
case There may be a court form that you can use for your response. You can find these court forms and more information at the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courlinfo.ca.gov/selfhefp), your county law library, or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask 
the court clerk for a fee waiver form If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case by default, and your wages, money, and property 
may be taken without further warning from the court 

There are other legal requirements. You may want to call an attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney 
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofrt legal services program. You can locate 
these nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcallfomia.org), the California Courts Online Self-Help Center 
(www.courlinfo.ca.gov/seffhelp), or by contacting your local court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and 
costs on any settlement or artlitration award of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court's lien must be paid before the court will dismiss the case. 
JA VISO/ Lo han demandado Sino responde dentro de 30 dias, Ia corte puede decldir en su contra sin escuchar su vers/6n. Lea Ia infonnaci6n a 
continuac/6n. 

TIBne 30 D{AS DE CALENDAR!O despues de que le entreguen esta citaci6n y papefes legales para presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta 
corte y hacer que se entregue una copia a/ demandante. Una carla o una l/amada telef6nice no to protegen. Su raspuesta par escrito tiens que estar 
en formato legal correcto si desea que procesen su caso en Ia corte. Es posib/e que haya un fonnulario que usted pueda usar para su respuesta. 
Puede encontrar estos formularies de Ia corte y mas informac/6n en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en Ia 
biblioteca de /eyes de su condado o en Ia corte que fe quede mas cema. Sino puede pager fa cuota de presentaci6n, pida a/ secratario de fa corte 
que le de un formula rio de exenci6n de MJgo de cuotas. Sino prasenta su raspuesta a tfempo, puede perder e/ caso par incumplimiento y fa corte le 
podn!i quitar su sue/do, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia. 

Hay otros raquisitos legales. Es recomendable que llama a un abogado inmediatamente Sino conoce a un abogado, puede Hamar a un servlcio de 
remisi6n a abogados. Sino puede pager a un abogado, es posibfe que cumpfa con los requisites para obtener seNicios legales gratuitos de un 
programs de seN/cios legales sin fines de fucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de Iucro en e/ sitio web de California l.egaf Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifomia .. org), en el C..entro de Ayuda de las Cortss de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o ponifJndose en contacto con Ia corte o el 
cofegio de abOgsdos locales. A VI SO: Por fey, Ia corte tiene deracho a rec/amar las cuotas y los costos exentos par imporrer un gravamen sobre 
cua/quier recuperaci6n de $10,000 6 mas de valor racibida mediante un acuerdo o una concasi6n de arbitraje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene qua 
pager el gravamen de Ia corte antes de que Ia corte pueda desechar e/ caso. 

The mime and address of the court is: 
(EI nombre y direcci6n de Ia corte es): 
Los Angeles Superior Court, Central Division 
Stanley Mosk Courthouse 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

CASE NUMBER 
(Numero cal Clll!il:l/ · 

BC512333 

The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
(EI nombre, Ia direcci6n y el numero de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del demandante que no tiene abogado, es): 
John H. Gomez, Esq. (SBN 171485) Jessica T. Sizemore (SBN 280000) 
Gomez lagmin Trial Attorneys .. 
655 W. Broadway, Suite 1700 , si/JNJ;f.JJ:t·!:-.A 92101 (61 
DATE: June 14, 2013 (0fJ Q.\1., 
(Fecha) (Secrefallio~ 
(For proof of service of this summons. use Proof of Service of Summons (form 
(Para prueba de entrega de esta citation use el formulario Proof of Service of Summo 

1. 0 as an individual defendant. r .. l -------· NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served 

2. 0 as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specify): 

L 
-·-.. ·----·----

Form A<loptsd for Mandatory Use 
JudJcial Council of Califomoa 
SUM·100 [Rev July 1. 2009] 

3. 

4. 

0 on behalf of (specify): 
under: 0 CCP 416.10 (corporation) 

0 CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation) 
0 CCP 416.40 (association or partnership) 
0 other (specify): 

0 by personal delivery on (date): 

0 CCP 416.60 (minor) 
0 CCP 416.70 (conservatee) 
0 CCP 416.90 (authorized person) 



John H. Gomez (SBN 171485) 
Jessica T. Sizemore (SBN 280000) 

2 GOMEZ lAG MIN TRIAL ATTOR.."'EYS 
655 W. Broadway, Suite 1700 

3 San Diego, California 92101 
Telephone: (619) 237-3490/Fax: (619) 237-3496 

4 
Ron Simon, Texas. Bar No. 00788421 

5 SIMON & LUKE, L.L.P. 
2929 Allen Parkway, 42nd Floor 

6 Houston, Texas 77019 

7 
Telephone: (713) 335-'4900/Fax: (713) 335-4949 
(Pending Pro Hac Vice) 

8 Attorneys for Plaintiff 

9 

10 

11 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGEJ,ES 

12 
GREG PATTERSON, an individual, 

13 Plaintiff, 

14 vs. 

15 TOWNSEND FARMS CORPORATION, 

16 
COSTCO WHOLESALE CORPORATION, 
and DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

) CaseNo. 
) 
~ (Unlimited Civil) B C 5 1 2 3 . 
) COIVlPLAINT FOR DAMAGES . 3 3 
) 
) 
) DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

17 

18 

19 
__ ) 

20 Plaintiff, by and through his attorneys of record Simon & Luke, L.L.P. and Gomez lagmin 

21 Trial Attorneys, hereby alleges as follows: 

22 

23 1. 

PRELLVIINARY ALLEGATIONS 

Plaintiff GREG PA TIERS ON (hereinafter "Plaintiff") is an adult and resident of 

24 Burbank, California. 

25 2. Defendant TOWNSEND FARMS (hereinafter "Defendant") is an Oregon corporation 

26 headquartered in Fairview, Oregon. It may be served through its agent for service of process, BLEC 

27 Registered Agent Services., Inc., 5300 Meadows Road, Suite 200, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035. 

28 Ill 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES 



,........ ·---· -----·---·---------.--·-- ·---~..,...v-- CM-010 
~,[TORNEY OR F'ARTY WiTHOUT ATTORNEY 'Name, State Bar nvmber, and addtess 1 ··~ -~t>7'..c> 0'6'~! Y . 
I I ' .~o~-;;o,....,~~":-L41<f'itEo 

John H .. Gomez (SBN 171485) Jessica T. Sizemore (SBN 280000) o""' f OR~on;!!e"-\;rior cour'l 
Gomez lagmin Trial Attorneys A ge\es .-::>UP • 

655 W. Broadway Suite 1700 
San Diego, CA 92101 

TELEPHONENO 619-237-3490 
ATTORNEY FOR (Name): Plaintiff Greg Patterson 

FAXNQ; 619-237-3496 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS AngeleS 
smeer ADDREss: 111 North Hill St. 

MAtUNGADDRess: 111 North Hill St. 
cJTYANDZJPcooe Los Angeles, CA 90012 

BRANCH NAME: Central District: Stanley Mask Court House 
cASE NAME: Greg Patterson v. Townsend Farms Corporation, et aL 

t.os, n 

BC512333 --·------------------------.----------------CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET I Complex Case Designation CASE NUMBER: 

Unlimited D Limited 0 Counter D Joinder 1--··------·------------1 
(Amount (Amount I JUDGE: 

·---, 

demanded demanded is . 
1 

Filed with first appearance by defendant 
exceeds $25,000) $25,000 or less) 1 (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.402) DEPT: 

Items 1-6 below must be completed (see instructions on page 2). 
1. Check one box below for the case type that best describes this case: 

Auto Tort Contract 
0 Auto (22) 0 Breach of contract/warranty (06) 

0 Uninsured motorist (46) 0 Rule 3.740 collections (09) 
Other PI/PDIWD (Personal Injury/Property 0 Other collections (09) 
Damage/Wrongful Death) Tort D Insurance coverage (18) 

0 Asbestos (04) 0 Other contract (37) 
0 Product liability (24) Real Property 

0 Medical malpractice (45) 0 Eminent domain/Inverse 
~ Other PIIPDiWD (23) condemnation (14) 
Non·PifPDIWD (Other) Tort 0 Wrongful eviction (33) 
0 Business tort/unfair business practice (07) 0 Other real property (26) 
0 Civil rights (08} Unlawful Detainer 
0 Defamation (13) 0 Commercial (31} 
0 Fraud (16) 0 Residential (32) 

0 Intellectual property (19) 0 Drugs (38) 
0 Professional negligence (25) Judicial Review 
0 Other non-PI/PDiWD tort (35) 0 Asset forfeiture (05} 
Employment 0 Petition re: arbitration award (11) 

Provisionally Complex Civil Utlgalion 
(Cal. Rules of Court, rules 3.40()-3.403) 
0 Antitrust/Trade regulation (03) 
0 Construction defect {10) 
D Mass tort (40) 
0 Securities litigation (28) 

0 Environmentaiffoxic tort (30) 

0 Insurance coverage claims arising from the 
above listed provisionally complex case 
types (41} 

Enforcement of Judgment 
0 Enforcement of judgment (20} 
Miscellaneous Civil Complaint 
0 RIC0(27) 
0 Other complaint (not specified above) (42) 

Miscellaneous Civil Petition 
0 Partnership and corporate governance (21) 

0 Other petition (not specified above) (43) 

0 wrongful termination (36) 0 Writ of mandate (02) 

0 Other employmen~ 0 Other judicial review (39) "---··-·----, , ....... , __ ~ 
2. This case 0 is [8;1 is not complex under rule 3.400 of the California Rules of Court If the case is complex, mark the 

factors requiring exceptional judicial management: 
a. 0 large number of separately represented parties d. 0 large number of witnesses 
b. 0 Extensive motion practice raising difficult or novel e. 

issues that will be time-consuming to resolve 
0 Coordination with related actions pending in one or more courts 

in other counties, states, or countries, or in a federal court 
c, 0 Substantial amount of documentary evidence f. 0 Substantial posijudgment judicial supervision 

3. Remedies sought (check all that apply): a. f2l monetary b. 0 nonmonetary; declaratory or injunctive relief c. 0 punitive 

4, Number of causes of action (specify): 3 

5. This case D is 0 is not a class action suit 
6. If there are any known related cases, file and serve a notice of related case. ( ou may u e fo 
Date: June 14, 2013 
Jessica T. Sizemore 

TYPE OR PRINT NAME) 

NOTICE 
• Plaintiff must file this cover sheet with the first paper flied in the action or proceeding (e pt small claims case or cases filed 

under the Probate Code, Family Code, or Welfare and Institutions Code). (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.220.) Failure to file may result 
in sanctions. 

• File this cover sheet in addition to any cover sheet required by local court rule. 
• If this case is complex under rule 3.400 et seq. of the California Rules of Court, you must serve a copy of this cover sheet on all 

other parties to the action or proceeding. 
• Unless this is a collections case under rule 3.740 or a complex case, this cover sheet will be used for statistical purposes onlv. 

P'ae1of2 

F cmn Atlopted for Mandatory Use 
Judicial Coundt of California 
CM-010 [Rov July 1, 2007] 

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET Cal. Rulas of C<>Urt, rulos 2 SO, 3,2.20, 3.400-~ 403, 3140", 
Cal Slandards of JUJ:licial AtlministratiOn, std. 3"10 

www.courtlnfo.ca.gov 



..... --·····-···---··--- -·- - -----------··------------·-------------·-··.-------- ---------.. ··---·-····-·-------.... --------.. ---· 
J .'li IORT TITLE: CASE NUMBER 

j Greg Patterson v Townsend Farms Corporation, et aL 

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM AND 
STATEMENT OF LOCATION 

(CERTIFICATE OF GROUNDS FOR ASSIGNMENT TO COURTHOUSE LOCATION) 

[ This for~ is required pursuant to Local ~ule 2.0 in all new civil case filings in the Los Angele~uperior Co~rt. 

Item I. Check the types of hearing and fill in the estimated length of hearing expected for this case: 

JURY TRIAL? (8] YES CLASS ACTION? 0 YES LIMITED CASE? 0 YES TIME ESTIMATED FOR TRIAL _JL_ __ 0 HOURS/ (8] DAYS 

Item II. Indicate the correct district and courthouse location (4 steps -If you checked "limited Case", skip to Item Ill, Pg. 4): 

Step 1: After first completing the Civil Case Cover Sheet form, find the main Civil Case Cover Sheet heading for your 
case in the left margin below, and, to the right in Column A, the Civil Case Cover Sheet case type you selected. 

Step 2: Check .Q.!Yt Superior Court type of action in Column B below which best describes the nature of this case. 

Step 3: ln Column C, circle the reason for the court location choice that applies to the type of action you have 
checked. For any exception to the court location, see Local Rule 2.0. 

jAppJicable. Rea-;~ns for Choosing Courthouse l..o._c_a_ti_o_n_(see Column C below} I 
-·--------------------------------·-------_____:___] 

1. Class actions must be filed in the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, central district. 
2. May be filed in central (other county, or no bodily Injury/property damage). 
3 .. Location where cause of action arose .. 
4. Location where bodily Injury, death or damage occurred. 
5 Location where performance required or defendant resides. 

6. Location of property or peJT11anently garaged vehicle. 
7. Location where petitioner resides. 
a. Location wherein defendant/respondent functions wholly. 
9. Location where one or more of the parties reside. 
1 0. Location of Labor Commissioner Office 

Step 4: Fill in the information requested on page 4 in Item Ill; complete Item IV. Sign the declaration. 

-·-·--· ------ __ .. ________________ .. _______________ ..... __________ ;------------ -l 
A B C · 

CiVIl Case Cover Sheet Type of Act1on Applicable Reasons I 
Category No (Check only one) See Step 3 Above I 

Auto {22) 0A7100 Motor Vehicle - Personal Injury/Property DamageM/rongful Death 1, 2,, 4. 
.St: ------------ ~---·-"· - ··-·--·-·--·---- '----.. ·------
;:J 0 
<C&- Uninsured Motorist (46) 0A7110 Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death--- Uninsured Motorist 1., 2' 4. 

0A6070 Asbestos Property Damage 2. 
Asbestos (04) 

0A7221 ~t Asbestos- Personal Injury/Wrongful Death 2. 
"'0 Q.l-
0.&;:. Product Liability (24) 0A7260 Product Liability (not asbestos or toxiclanvironmental) 1., 2, 3, 4., 8 ........ 
ll. I'll 

'i 
"E-~ :-----· 
::;,- 0A7210 Medical Malpractice • Physlcians & Surgeons 1 '4 
·~-= Medical Malpractice {45) 
- 0'1 

0A7240 I -c Other Professional Health Care Malpractice 1 . 4 ('1:1 0 c: .... ---·-···-- ··- --~-···-·~- .. ~-•w'--·'-•-••-··~--··-~--·----· --·- ·-·----- ·-•·••··- ·--· ·- • ··-··--- -·- ·-··-·-g:s: 
:U& Other 

0A7250 Premises Liability (e .. g., slip and fall) 1., 4. ll.ra 
Personal Injury 0A7230 Intentional Bodily Injury/Property DamageNVrongful Death (e .. g., :p E 1., 4. .t::!l!l Property Damage assault, vandalism, etc.) oa Wrongful Death 

0A7270 
1., 3. 

(23) lntentionallntlictlon of Emotional Distress 

(8]A7220 Other Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death 1., 4. 

LACIV 109 (Rev. 03/11) 

LASC Approved 03-04 
CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM 

AND STATEMENT OF LOCATION 



· " SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT- UNLIMITED CML PERSONAL INJURY CASE 

Case Number _____________ _ 

THIS FORM IS TO BE SERVED WITH THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT B 
Your case is assigned for all purposes to the judicial officer indicated below (Local Rule 3.3(c)). c 51 2 3 a a 

·-
ASSIGNED JUDGE DEPT ROOM ASSIGNED JUDGE DEPT ROOM 

Jion. Rafael Ongkeko 91 635 

}_ Hon. Amy D. Hogue 92 633 
-

Hon. Samantha P. Jessner 93 631 

-- --

f-· 

- .. 

·:---· 

-·--· 

r--

-

--
--

-

- --I--

1--· --· 
.. _ -- --

-- I--

--
Other 

'---'--· 

Given to the Plaintiff/Cross-Complainant/Attorney of Record on JOHN A. CLARKE, Executive Officer/Clerk 

By ________ ,,Deputy Clerk 

NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT
UNLIMITED CIVIL PERSONAL INJURY CASE 

Page I of I 



2 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

) CaseNo.: 
3 In re Personal Injury Cases Assigned to 

4 
Departments 91, 92 and 93 

) 
) GENERAL ORDER 
) 

5 -------------------------~> 
6 TO EACH PARTY AND TO THE ATTORNEY OF RECORD FOR EACH PARTY: 

7 
Pursuant to the California Code of Civil Procedure, the California Rules of Court, an 

8 

the Los Angeles County Court Rules, the COURT HEREBY GENERALLY ORDERS A 
9 

10 FOLLOWS IN THIS ACTION: 

II l. Plaintiff(s) is/are ordered to serve a copy of this General Order and the General Orde 

12 -Final Status Conference on the Defendant(s) with copies ofthe summons and complaint an 

13 
to file proof of service, as mandated in this order. (Code Civ. Proc., § 594, subd. (b).) 

14 

15 
2. The Court sets the following date~ in this action, each in Department __ 

16 Stanl.ey Mosk Courthouse, 111 North Hill Street, Los Angel~s, CA 90012: 

17 

18 
FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE: 

19 

20 • Date: __ --.J../..::.2/i-.~.f....~..r-.~.l....;_t+f--at 10:00 a.m. 

21 

22 

TRIAL DATE: 

12-h IN at8:30 a.m. • Date: 
23 

OSC re DISMISSAL (Code Civ. Proc., § 583.210) DATE: 
24 

25 
• Date: ___ .....;to__,/_r _,_7{~'-'-f ..... lf __ at 8:30 a.m. 

26 

(Cal. Rules of Court, rules 3.714(b)(3) & 3.729). 
27 

28 

GENERAL ORDER- I 



Withdrawal of Motion 
1 

2 8. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 3.1304(b), the moving party must n~ti 

3 the court if a matter will not be heard on the scheduled date. 

4 
Ex Parte Applications 

5 
9. Ex parte applications should be noticed for 8:30 a.m. 

6 

7 
Discovery Motions 

8 10. To expedite the discovery process, counsel are encouraged to enter into a "Stipulatio 

9 -Discovery Resolution." The "Stipulation- Discovery Resolution" form is available on-lin 

10 
at www.lasuperiorcourt.org, at "Tools for Litigators - Voluntary Efficient Litigatio 

11 

Stipulations." 
12 

13 11. No discovery motion, other than a motion to compel where there has been no 

14 response, shall be filed or heard unless the moving party contacts the courtroom to schedule 

15 an informal discovery conference. 

I~ . 
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER TO INDEPENDENT CALENDAR DEPARTMENT 

17 

12. Parties seeking to transfer from a Personalhijury Department to an Independent 
18 

19 Calendar Department shall properly file and serve the Court's "Motion to Transfer 

20 Complicated Personal Injury Case to Independent Calendar Court." 

21 
13. An opposition should be filed in Room 102 of the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, usin 

22 
the same form, and served within five (5) days of the filing and service of the Request fo 

23 

24 
Transfer. 

25 14. Unless otherwise ordered, no hearing date will be set in these matters. 

26 15. The court will not transfer a case to an Independent Calendar Department upo 

27 
stipulation alone. 

28 

GENERAL ORDER- 3 



GENERAL ORDER- FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE 
PERSONAL INJURY DEPARTMENTS 
LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT 

The date for Trial having been set in this matter, the COURT ORDERS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. MEET AND CONFER 

In preparation for the Final Status Conference, the parties shall meet and confer and 
jointly prepare the Trial Readiness Documents to be filed and lodged with the court. 
The parties shall also work to reach stipulations to ultimate facts, legal issues, motions 
in limine and the authenticity/admissibility of exhibits. 

2. EXHIBIT BINDERS 

The parties shall jointly prepare, and lodge at the Final Status Conference, three sets of 
tabbed, internally paginated and properly marked exhibits, organized numerically in 
three-ring binders {a set for the court, the Judicial Assistant and the witnesses). The 
parties shall mark non-documentary exhibits and insert a simple written description of 
the exhibit behind the corresponding numerical tab in the exhibit binder. 

3. TRIAL READINESS DOCUMENTS 
J 

At least 5 calendar days prior to the Final Status Conference, the parties shall serve and 
file (in Room 102 of the Stanley Mask Courthouse) the following Trial Readiness 
Documents: 

A. TRIAL BRIEFS 

Each party shall file a trial brief succinctly identifying: 
( 1) the claims and defenses subject to litigation; 
(2) the major legal issues (with supporting points and authorities); 
(3) the relief claimed and calculation of damages sought; and 
( 4) any other information that may assist the court at trial. 

B. MOTIONS IN LIMINE 

Before filing motions in limine, the parties shall comply with the statutory notice 
provisions of Code of Civil Procedure Section 1 005 and the requirements of Local Rule 
3.57(a). The captio~ of each motion in limine shall concisely identify the subject of the · 
motion and designate the specific evidence sought to be precluded. Parties filing more 
than one motion in limine shall number them consecutively. Parties filing opposition 
papers shall identify, in the caption, the number of each motion to which it responds. 

1 



5. COMPLIANCE 

The court has discretion to impose SANCTIONS for any party's failure, without good 
cause, to timely submit any item required in this order. The court's SANCTIONS may 
include monetary sanctions, exclusion of evidence, issue preclusion, denial of a claim or 
defense, dismissal and/or default. 

Dated: March 18, 2013 

3 



VOLUNTARY EFFICIENT LITIGATION STIPULATIONS 

The Early Organizational Meeting Stipulation, Discovery 

Resolution Stipulation, and Motions in Limine Stipulation are 

superlorcourtofcanfornla voluntary stipulations entered into by the parties. The parties 
County of Los Angeles 

L/-\CBA 
Los Ang&ies Cou~ty 
Bar Association 
Litigation Section 

Los Angeles County 
Bar Association Labor and 
Employment Law Section 

Consumer Attorneys 
Association of Los Angeles 

Southern California 
Defense counsel 

Association of 
Business Trial Lawyers 

California Employment 
Lawyers Association 

may enter into one, two, or all three of the stipulations; 

however, they may not alter the stipulations as written, 

because the Court wants to ensure uniformity of application. 

These stipulations are meant to encourage cooperation 

between the parties and to assist in resolving issues in a 

manner that promotes economic case resolution and judicial 

efficiency. 

The following organizations endorse the goal of 

promoting efficiency in litigation and ask that counsel 

consider using these stipulations as a voluntary way to 

promote communications and procedures among counsel 

and with the court to fairly re$olve issues in their cases. 

+Los Angeles County Bar Association Litigation Section+ 

+ Los Angeles County Bar Association 

Labor and Employment Law Section+ 

+Consumer Attorneys Asso~iation of Los Angeles+ 

+Southern California Defense Counsel+ 

+A~sociation of Business Trial Lawyers+ 

+California Employment Lawyers Association+ 



NAME ANl ADDRESS OF AlTORNEY OR PAATYwmtOUT AlTORNEY: STAlE MRIIUUBER RasaMd l'a< Clott'a Ra Slanlp 

TELEPHONE NO.; FAX NO. (Optional): 
E~LADDRESS(Op~na~ 

ATTORNEY FOR iN~~ 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
COURTHOUSE ADDRESS: 

PLAINTIFF: 

DEFENDAI\IT: 

CAS!:. NUMBER: 

STIPULATION -EARLY ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

This stipulation Is Intended to encourage cooperation among the parties at an early stage in 
the litigation and to assist the parties In efficient case resolution. 

The parties agree that: 

1. The parties commit to conduct an Initial conference (in-person or via teleconference or via 
vldeoconference) within 15 days from the date this stipulation is signed, to discuss and consider 
whether there can be agreement on the following: 

a. Are motions to challenge the pleadings necessary? If the Issue can be resolved by 
amendment as of right, or If the Court would allow leave to amend, could an amended 
complaint resolve most or all of the issues a demurrer might otherwise raise? If so, the parties 
agree to work through pleading issues so that a demurrer need only raise Issues they cannot 
resolve. Is the issue that the defendant seeks to raise amenable to resolution on demurrer, or 
would some other type of motion be preferable? Could a voluntary targeted exchange of 
documents or Information by any party cure an uncertainty in the pleadings? 

b. Initial mutual exchanges of documents at the •core" of the litigation. (For example, in an 
employment case, the employment rec~rds, personnel file and documents relating to the 
conduct In question could be considered •core: In a personal Injury case, an Incident or 
police report, medical records, and repair or maintenance records could be considered 
"core."); 

c. Exchange of names and contact Information of witnesses; 

d. Any insurance agreement that may be available to satisfy part or all of a judgment, or to 
Indemnify or reimburse for payments made to satisfy a judgment; 

e. Exchange of any other information that might be helpful to facilitate understanding, ha~dling, 
or resolution of the case In a manner that preserves objections or privileges by agreement; 

f. Controlling Issues of law that, If resolved early, will promote efficiency and economy in other 
phases of the case. Also, when and how such Issues can be presented to the Court; 

g. Whether or when the case should be scheduled with a settlement officer, what discovery or 
court ruling on legal Issues is reasonably required to make settlement discussions meaningful, 
and whether the parties wish to use a sitting judge or a private mediator or other options as 

LACIV 229 (new) 
LASC Approved 04/11 STIPULATION- EARLY ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING Page 1 or2 



discussed In the "Alternative· Dispute Resolution (ADR) Information Package" served with the 
complaint; 

h. Computation of damages, including documents not privileged or protected from disclosure, on 
which such computation is based; 

i. Whether the case is suitable for the Expedited Jury Trial procedures (see Information at 
iNWW.Iasuperiorcourt.ora under "Civir and then under "Generallnfonnation"). 

2. The time for a defending party to respond to a complaint or cross-complaint will be extended 
to for the complaint, and for the cross-

(INSERT DATE) (INSERT DATE) 

complaint, which is comprised of the 30 days to respond under Government Code§ 68616(b), 
and the 30 days permitted by Code of Civil Procedure secUon 1054(a), good cause having 
been found by the Civil Supervising Judge due to the case management benefits provided by 
this Stipulation. 

3. The parties will prepare a joint report titled • Joint Status Report Pursuant to Initial Conference 
and Early Organizational Meeting Stipulation, and if desired, a proposed order summarizing 
results of their meet and confer and advising the Court of any way It may assist the parties' 
efficient conduct or resolution of the case. The parties shall attach the Joint Status Report to 
the Case Management Conference statement. and file the documents when the CMC 
statement is due. 

4. References to "days" mean calendar days, unless otherwise noted. If the date for performing 
any act pursuant to this stipulation falls on a Saturday, Sunday or Court holiday, then the time 
for performing that act s.hall be extended to the next Court day 

The following parties stipulate: 

Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF) 
Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 
Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) {ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 
Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) ~TTORNEYFORDEFENOANT) 

Date: 
)-

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR 
Date: 

)-

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR 
Date: 

)-

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR 
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!WoE ANI ADOR£89 OF ATroRNEY OR PARTY Wlll10UI ATTORNEY: BTATE IWI NUIIBER -lorCiork'aFillllamp 

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO. (Opllonal): 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (Opllonal): 

ATTORNEY FOR iName): 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELJ:S 
COURTHOUSE ADDRESS: 

PLAINTIFF: 

DEFENDANT: 

CASE NUMBER: 

STIPULATION -DISCOVERY RESOLUTION 

This stipulation Is Intended to provide a fast and Informal resolution of discovery Issues 
through limited paperwork and an Informal conference with the Court to aid In the 
resolution of the Issues. 

The parties agree that: 

1. Prior to the discovery cut-off in this action. no discovery motion shall be filed or heard unless 
the moving party first makes a written request for an Informal Discovery Conference pursuant 
to the terms of this stipulation. 

2. At the Informal Discovery Conference the Court will consider the dispute presented by parties 
and determine whether it can be resolved informally. Nothing set forth herein will preclude a 
party {rom making a record at the conclusion of an Informal. Discovery Conference, either 
orally or in writing. 

3. Following a reasonable and good faith attempt at an informal resolution of each issue to be 
presented, a party may request an Informal Discovery Conference pursuant to the following 
procedures: 

a. The party requesting the Informal Discovery Conference will: 

i. File a Request for Informal Discovery Conference with the clerk's office on the 
approved form (copy attached) and deliver a courtesy, conformed copy to the 
assigned department; 

ii. Include a brief summary of the dispute and specify the relief requested; and 

iii. Serve the opposing party pursuant to any authorized or agreed method of service 
that ensures that the opposing party receives the Request for Informal Discovery 
Conference no later than the next court day following the filing. 

b. Any Answer to a Request for Informal Discovery Conference must: 

I. Also be filed on the approved form (copy attached); 

ii. Include a brief summary of why the requested relief should be denied; 

LACIV 036 (new) 
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iii. Be filed within two (2} court days of receipt of the Request; and 

iv. Be served on the opposing party pursuant to any authorized or agreed upon 
method of service that ensures that the opposing party receives the Answer no 
later than the next court day following the filing. 

c. No other pleadings, including but not limited to exhibits, declarations, or attachments, will 
be accepted. 

d. If the Court has not granted or denied the Request for Informal Discovery Conference 
within ten (10) days following the filing of the Request, then H shall be deemed to have 
been denied. If the Court acts on the Request, the parties will be notified whether the 
Request for Informal Discovery Conference has been granted or denied and, if granted, 
the date and time of the Informal Discovery Conference, which must be wHhin twenty (20) 
days of the filing of the Request for Informal Discovery Conference. 

e. If the conference Is not held within twenty (20) days of the filing of the Request for 
Informal Discovery Conference, unless extended by agreement of the parties and the 
Court, then the Request for the Informal Discovery Conference shall be deemed to have 
been denied at that time. 

4. If (a) the Court has denied a conference or (b) one of the time deadlines above has expired 
without the Court having acted or (c) the Informal Discovery Conference is concluded without 
resolving the dispute, then a party may file a discovery motion to address unresol_ved issues. 

5. The parties hereby further agree that the time for (naking a motion to compel or other 
· discovery motion is tolled from the date of filing of the Request for Informal Discovery 
Conference until (a) the request Is denied or deemed denied or (b) twenty (20) days after the 
filing of the. Request for Informal Discovery Conference, whichever is earlier, unless extended 
by Order of the Court. 

It Is the understanding .and intent of the parties that this stipulation shall, for each discovery 
dispute to which It applies, constitute a writing memorializing a "specific later date to which 
the propounding (or demanding or requesting] party and the responding party have agreed in 
writing,• within the meaning of Code Civil Procedure sections 2030.300(c), 2031.320(c), and 
2033.290( c). 

6. Nothing herein will preclude any party from applying ex parte for appropriate relief, including 
an order shortening time for a motion to be heard concerning discovery. 

7. Any party may terminate this stipulation by giving twenty-one (21 ) days notice of intent to 
terminate the stipulation. 

8. References to "days• mean calendar days, unless otherwise noted. If the date for performing 
any act pursuant to this stipulation falls on a Saturday, Sunday or Court holiday, then the time 
for performing that act shall be extended to the next Court day. 
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The following parties stipulate: 

Date: 
> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF) 

Date: 
> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAA.fE) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 

Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 

Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT N,AME) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 

Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR· 

Date: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR 

bate: 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR 
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IWIEAtD ADillllS$01' ATTCRH£YOR PARTYWIIMOIIT ATTOAHIY: STATE BAR IUIIICII -bCitlt'l Fie SIIJql 

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO. (Optional): 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (OpllonaJ): 

ATTORNEY FOR(Namei: 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
COURTHOUSE ADDRESS: 

PLAINTIFF: 

DEFENDANT: 

INFORMAL DISCOVERY CONFERENCE CASE NUMSI:R: 

(pursuant to the Discovery Resolution Stipulation of lhe parties) 
1. This document relates to: 

D Request for Informal Discovery Conference 
D Answer to Request for Informal Discovery Conference 

2. Deadline for Court to decide on Request: Qnsert date 10 calendar days following filing of 
the Request). 

3. Deadline for Court to hold Informal Discovery Conference: Onsert date 20 calendar 
days folowlng filing of the Request). 

4. For a Request for lnfonnal Discovery Confereoce, briefly describe the nature of the 
discovery dispute, including the facts and legal arguments at Issue. For an Answer to 
Request for lnfonnal Discovery Conference, briefly describe why the Court should deny 
the requested discovery, Including the facts and legal arguments at Issue. 

LACIV 094 (new) 
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~A.ICADDIIESSOFATTCRtEYORPARlYWIDICUTAlTOANEY: STAlE BAR MJIIIIIiR -IOfCielf(o Fit Slaolll 

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO. (Optional): 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (~nal): 

ATTORNEY FOR arne): 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CAUFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
COURTHOUSE ADDRESS: 

PLAINTIFF: 

DEFENDANT: 

CASE MJMBER: 

STIPULATION AND ORDER- MOTIONS IN LIMINE 

This stipulation Is Intended to provide fast and Informal resolution of evidentiary 
Issues through diligent efforts to define and discuss such Issues and limit paperwork. 

The parties agree that: 

1. At least _ days before the final status conference, each party will. provide all other 
parties with a list containing a one paragraph explanation of each proposed motion in 
limine. Each one paragraph explanation must Identify the substance of a single proposed 
motion in limine and the grounds for the proposed motion. 

2. The parties thereafter will meet and confer, either in person or via teleconference or 
videoconference, concerning all proposed motions in limine. In that meet and confer, the 
parties will determine: 

a. Whether the parties can stipulate to any of the proposed motions. If the parties so 
s~pulate, they may file a stipulation and proposed order with the Court. 

b. Whether any of the proposed motions can be briefed and submitted by means of a 
short joint statement of issues. For each motion which can be addressed by a short 
joint statement of issues, a short joint statement of issues must be filed with the Court 
1 0 days prior to the final status conference. Each side's portion of the short joint 
statement of Issues may not exceed three p(:lges. The parties will meet and confer to 
agree on a date and manner for exchanging the parties' respective portions of the 
short joint statement of issues and the process for filing the short joint statement of 
Issues. 

3. All proposed motions In limine that are not either the subject of a stipulation or briefed via 
a short joint statement of issues will be briefed and filed in accordance with the California 
Rules of Court and the los Angeles· Superior Court Rules. 
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The following parties stipulate: 

Date: 
)> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATIORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF) 
Date: 

)> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 
Date: 

)> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 
Date: 

)> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT) 

Date: 
)> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATIORNEY FOR 
Date: 

)> 

Date: 
(TYPE OR. PRINT ~AME) (ATTORNEY FOR 

)> 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (ATIORNEY FOR 

THE COURT SO ORDERS. 

Date: 
JUDICIAL OFFICER 
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